
I  was honored to welcome those who 
attended the Quilt of Honor event at 

the Sutherlin Library on the 15th of 
February where there were well over 
100 in attendance. This event was to 
honor long-time residents Mickey and 
Annie Thompson and George Longie. 

     The Thompson’s are both Veterans 
of the Korean War and Mr. Longie is a 
WW II Veteran. His 97th birthday was 
the following day so the entire group 
sang Happy Birthday to him.   

     All three were presented beautiful 
quilts that were wrapped around them 
in the presentation which is protocol in 
these ceremonies.   

     My thanks to all who came out to 
attend and honor them, including my 
daughters Lexie and Kelsie. They pre-
sented the Thompsons with a small 

stuffed patriotic heart keepsake. 

     Central Market, located on the 
southwest corner of West Central 
and S. Calapooia, will be opening 
soon. This store is owned and operat-
ed by the same owners as the store 
located at the corner of W. Central 
and Hawthorne Street.  

     Oregon Trailer Works will be 
opening at 1751 S. Calapooia and it 
looks like they’re very close to open-
ing. They have been placing trailers 
on their lot as they prepare for busi-
ness.  

     The City of Sutherlin is starting 
the budget process soon with the first 
meeting at 6:30pm, April 8th, just 
prior to the Council meeting at 7pm. 
We will be given the budget docu-
ment at that time.  

     Everyone seems to have survived 
the “Snowmageddon”. I think it caught 
us all off guard. I’m sure, if you’re like 
a lot of us, we will be better prepared 
should it happen again.  

     It was good for the City, as we too, 
were not ready for the power to be out 
for so long, or the amount of damage 
that it brought with all that snow.  
Power took 3 weeks for some but the 
majority of Sutherlin was back on after 
4 days.  It was a time when people 
were helping and checking on their 
neighbors and fortunately there were 
no major losses.  

     Council and Staff are discussing the 
situation and will come up with a plan 
to handle these types of situations bet-
ter. The last storm like that was 50 
years ago. We hope it’s that long next 
time!       ~Happy Spring to you all!   
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Council Priorities 
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C ouncil approved the top priorities for 2019-2020 at 
the city council meeting on  February 25th. All of 

this can be found on the City’s website at http://
www.cityofsutherlin.com  (all one word)  It is routinely 
updated as projects progress or are completed.  

    Our staff team met immediately after the recent storm 
for the critical response phase and was concluded to   
review the circumstance, our response and recovery   
operations and we arrived at five important things that 
must be done prior to experiencing any similar or even, 
greater emergency event.  Based on our direct experience 
we cannot assume or even hope for outside response  
resources, because of this, we will be recommending the 
following priorities: 

1) Establish certainty of communications during outages/
emergency (neighborhoods, cell, radio/social media/
emergency broadcast). 

2) Ensure adequate supply of fuel for all city vehicles. 

3) Set up the Community Center to be a more efficient 
warming or community-service center and seek commu-
nity groups to assume this responsibility so city staff can 
properly respond to the emergency at hand. 

4) Assess and upgrade city hall to be able to serve as a 
“centralized” emergency response facility throughout the 
entirety of the response. 

5) Install generators in each of our key emergency      
response facilities. 

6) Purchase a plow to be mounted on our large flat-bed 
to be able to clear more streets and consider using      
volunteers to help. 

7) Establish a specific area for employees to have fami-
lies warm and safe while their responder/employee can 
work in freedom of personal anxiety and stress. 

8) Purchase and hold “on hand”, specialized resources 
necessary for flood mitigation. 

     These will be discussed with Council at their April 
8th meeting, 7pm in the Civic Auditorium - 175 E. Ever-
ett Avenue. 

      

Stated a few years ago , the Vision Statement for  City 
of Sutherlin is: With a “can do” attitude, we honor the 
past while building toward a prosperous future. With 
community collaboration and civic pride, the city of 
Sutherlin is a beautiful, safe and welcoming place to 
live, work and play.  They have also listed 8 goals for 
the city to continually strive to achieve.  

Goal 1 - Plan, construct and maintain a complete trans-
portation system plan including walking and biking 
opportunities.  

Goal 2 - Ensure public decision-making and problem 
solving includes broad public input, especially affected 
stakeholders and community partners. 

Goal 3 - Create a thriving and diverse local economy 
by retaining and expanding current businesses, attract-
ing new businesses and rejuvenating a comprehensive 
tourism program.  

Goal 4 - Establish Sutherlin as a regionally recognized 
community for its attractive and positive image. 

Goal 5 - Continually plan and maintain fiscally-
sustainable public services and rejuvenating a compre-
hensive tourism program.  

Goal 6 - Continue developing a visually appealing 
Central Avenue corridor, including a vibrant down-
town. 

Goal 7 - Encourage and support successful community 
events that add to our quality of life. 

Goal 8 - Sustain a high level of public safety.  

You will find all of the goals displayed in our Council 
Chambers as well on the city’s website. Go to top 
menu click on Government then down to Strategic 
Plan to find.  

For further information on all Council Priorities please 
see  the city’s website for more complete detail and the 
full priority listings.  

 

http://www.ci.sutherlin.or.us/government/
vision_statement_and_goals/index.php  
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SNOW STORM 2019 

On  February 24, 2019 was the onset of a 
storm we hadn’t seen here in Sutherlin for approxi-
mately fifty years.  Sutherlin was hit with a very heavy 
snowfall.   
     With the weight of the snow, many trees and power 
poles collapsed causing outages in power, cell phone, 
Ham Radio repeaters, and many other means of com-
munication.  Our aged and vulnerable citizens  suffered 
in the cold and darkness during the days that followed 
that threatened their very lives.  If it had not been for 
the actions of our police, fire, public works, city staff, 
and volunteers,  they all prevented a city emergency 
from turning into a real  city disaster.  Every single call 
that was dispatched, was made.   
     I personally want to thank all who were involved 

for their heroic actions, including neighbors helping 
neighbors in dire circumstances.   
     Despite all the heroic actions, that I am convinced 
saved many lives, we did learn of some shortfalls in our 
emergency contingencies.  With lessons learned, the 
City of Sutherlin has set new priorities for city wide 
emergencies. One of them will focus more on the 
Neighbor helping Neighbor concept.   
     If you are interested in the eight new priorities for 
city wide emergency preparedness, come join us at  the 
next Sutherlin City Council meeting scheduled for 
April 8th at 7:00pm at the Civic Auditorium - 175 E. 
Everett Avenue. Directly behind City Hall.   
      Until then be prepared, be safe!  Emergency Kit 
information can be found at www.ready.gov.  
        ~ Dennis Riggs, Volunteer Emergency Manager 
 541-459-3387 

 Bottom pictures shared from Douglas Electric.   Snow day shared from Sutherlin Schools.   Thank You!  



 

S n o w  s t o r m  l e f t  i t ’ s  m a r k  
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    Lots of limbs down in Central Park Damage in the Sutherlin High School Gym!               
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P O L I C E  S T A T S  

SUTHERLIN  

OAKLAND 



 

F I R E  S T A T S   
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Board/Committee Vacancies 

T he City of Sutherlin is committed to providing the 
best possible services we can to our citizens. Our 

services are enriched by the volunteers who give of 
their time and energy to  serve our community on our 
Council, Boards and Committees.  

We hope you will consider to perhaps fill one of the 
two spots we have available at this time. The Library 
Board is in need of one Board member and an alter-
nate. Meetings are the first Wednesday of the month at 
the library starting at 5pm, and normally last about an 
hour. 

The other position available is on the Parks Commit-
tee.  They meet normally on the third Thursday of the 
month at 7pm if there are agenda items to discuss.  
Usually 6-8 meetings a year. If you’re interested in our 
parks and helping to improve them, and/or adding 
more this is the group for you! 

If you are interested please contact City Recorder,   
Diane Harris at 541-459-2856 or you can go to our 
website for more info and the application to apply. 
Thank you in advance for your consideration!  

Library Grant Award 

S utherlin Library will be receiving a grant award 
next month as Library Director, Pat Lynch, trav-

els to Washington to accept the award of $16,000. 

He said this grant will go to their Outreach Program 
and will be a great boost to the program. 

 

The library is currently in the process of setting up 
their new Research Center. They are excited for this 
new tool that will help students, adults and those 
looking for jobs.  It will be a much more deeper 
form of research avenue than what is normally used.  

Lynch is excellent at seeking grants and applying for 
them! He has brought in lots of $$$$ for our library! 
Thank you Pat!!  

Budget Process Begins 

I t’s that time of year!  The Budget Process will 
begin on Monday, April 8th at 6:30pm in the  

Civic Auditorium. This meeting we will be handing 
out of the Budget Documents to the Budget Commit-
tee and giving a brief Budget Message by City Man-
ager, Jerry Gillham. The regular council meeting will 
begin at 7pm.  The next Budget meeting is scheduled 
April 15th in the Civic Auditorium 
at 6:30pm.  If needed, the meetings 
will extend to the 16th and 17th, 
same time and place. The public is 
always welcome and encouraged to 
attend.  

Market Place to Open 
Opening soon starting on April 5th & 6th  from 9am - 
3pm, and going each Friday and Saturday until further 
notice. This will be located in the former Pat’s Kozy 
Kitchen building at 157 N. State Street. .  

If you’d like to rent a space the fee is $10 a day.  For 
more information or questions please contact  Pat at 
541-680-1341. You can call or text her.  

Reminders From SPD 

W e want to remind residents that thefts are up 
every where!  Please remember to remove 

valuables from your cars, and lock them when not in 
use. Having an outside motion light will help also.  

We are getting calls from citizens reporting having 
received scam calls regarding warrants for their ar-
rest. These scammers are even sometimes using the 
Sutherlin Police Department’s phone number to 
sound legitimate.  If you get one please just hang up.  
If you have a warrant for your arrest SPD will make 
personal contact.   Thank you!  



 

Q u i l t  o f  V a l o r  
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T he Sutherlin C. Giles Hunt Library was the host of 
the recent Quilt of Valor Ceremony held February 

15th. The event was to honor long-time residents Annie 
and  Mickey Thompson who are both Korean War Veter-
an’s and George Longie, who is a Word War II Veteran. 
The library was filled with over 100 visitors in attendance 
for this well deserved honor. Library Board Chair, Rick 
Troxel, opened the ceremonies welcoming everyone and 
making some introductions. He then invited Mayor, Todd 
McKnight, up to welcome everyone to Sutherlin and to 
this esteemed event.   

     Ken Longie, son of George Longie, then introduced 
his father and shared some of Mr. Longie’s history.  He 
mentioned his father was turning 96 the following day so 
we all sang happy birthday to him.  Annie & Mickey 
Thompson’s daughter,  Laura Ledford, introduced them 
by letter since she was unable to attend.  She noted that 
between them, her “super heroes”, have given well over 
114 years of volunteer service. Both family’s had quite 
the history of events and volunteerism to reminisce.  

     Mike Eakin, from Veterans of Foreign Wars, present-
ed plaques to all three, thanking them for their service to 
our Country and our community. The Quilts of Valor 
were then presented to each. Our thanks to all who at-
tended this very special event.  

     The mission of the Quilts of Valor Foundation is to 
cover service members and veterans who have been 
touched by war with comforting and healing Quilts of 
Valor. Typically they have the colors of red, white and 
blue in them but it is not a requirement. History has it that 
Catherine Roberts, who began the Quilts of Valor Foun-
dation, literally had a dream. Her son, Nat, was deployed 
to Iraq. According to Catherine: “The dream was as vivid 

Mickey & Annie Thompson, & George Longie, the honorees.   

as real life. I saw a young man sitting on the side of his 
bed in the middle of the night, hunched over. The perme-
ating feeling was one of utter despair.  I could see his war 
demons clustered around, dragging him down into an 
emotional gutter. Then, as if viewing a movie, I saw him 
in the next scene wrapped in a quilt. His whole demeanor 
changed from one of despair to one of hope and well-
being. The quilt had made this dramatic change. The 
message of my dream was: Quilts = Healing.” The First 
Quilt of Valor - The first QOV was awarded in Novem-
ber 2003 at Walter Reed Army Medical Center. 
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Q u i l t  o f  V a l o r  



O f f i c e r  o f  t h e  Y e a r  
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T he Roseburg Optimist Club has been supporters 
of the local law enforcement for four decades in 

Douglas County.  Each year this organization holds the 
“Respect for Law Banquet,” to honor those who pro-
tect and serve our communities.  

     This provides an opportunity for law enforcement 
agencies in our county to select honorees from their 
respective agencies. On February 22th, the Sutherlin 
Police Department named Officer Matt Barrett as our 
“Officer of the Year! He was honored along with other 
Douglas County Officers and Deputies at the Roseburg 
Optimist 43th Annual Respect for Law Enforcement 
Banquet.  

     Officer Barrett was nominated by his peers not for a 
single isolated event, but a collective series of events 
that make him our officer of the year.   

     Officer Barrett was born and raised in Douglas 
County and spent the majority of his time living in 
Glide. In high school, he played football and wrestled. 
Matt graduated high school in 1995 then went to    
Missouri Valley College in Marshall Missouri on a 
football scholarship.    

     Matt began his pursuit into the field of Law En-
forcement in 2009 where he decided to go back to col-
lege. He attending UCC and enrolled Police in the Re-
serve Academy. In 2010, Matt was hired as a reserve 
officer by the Myrtle Creek Police Department. Matt 
graduated UCC with an Associate’s Degree in Crimi-
nal Justice in June of 2011. He was then hired by  

Sutherlin in July of 2011. 

     Besides being a fulltime family man and officer, 
Matt still finds the time to coach Jr High football, 
Wrestling and JV Softball at Sutherlin schools. 

     Even being on light duty all year as a result of an 
injury, Matt took over 130 cases and 314 calls for    
service. Matt also assisted other officers with their  in-
vestigations and took the time with individual officers 
to mentor and teach them.  

     Matt lives a life that demonstrates that he not only 
believes in the nobility of policing in the 21st century, 
he demonstrates it daily by giving back to the Sutherlin 
community both on-duty and off-duty.  

Congratulations Officer Barrett!  

Joining Officer Matt Barrett (center)   L to R  Sergeant Ben 
Woodward, School Resource Officer, Jake McGarvey, 
Chief of Police, Troy Mills, and Officer Kyle Nelson 

 

O n February 13 the Police & Fire Departments 
joined us at the Sutherlin Library to read to the 

little one at the library for SUPER HEROES month. 
Fun was had by all!  
 
Our thanks to Chief Troy Mills, Captain Kurt Sorenson, 
Battalion Chief, Dan McCormick, Volunteer Firefighter, 
Curt Richardson and Volunteer, KaySandra Maunu.   
 
As it turned out the Fire Dept. had a few calls so by the 
time they returned the reading time was over so the chil-
dren were able to check out the fire truck which was a 
big hit for them all!   
 
    More pictures on page 15, bottom left. » 

SUPER HEROES DAY AT THE LIBRARY 

 OFFICER OF THE YEAR 
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L ori Solberg from East School and her class 
held a can fundraiser and got enough     

money to purchase the Fire Department and     
Police Department these Animal Chip Readers in 
order for us to get pets back to their owners. How 
great is that!!  

Thank you Mrs. Solberg and your class members 
for this awesome gift that will be a wonderful 
benefit to our community! 

DONATION TO POLICE/FIRE DEPARTMENTS 

Accepting on behalf of both the Police Department and the Fire Department:  In front 
row is Chief Troy Mills, Firefighter Jenna Shiver, and Battalion Chief, Avery Hazzard.  

Officer Seth Fox welcomed to 
the team by Chief Troy Mills 
on March 4, 2019.   



 

W A S T E W A T E R  T R E A T M E N T  P L A N T  
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E verything is running on schedule and moving full steam ahead out at the new Wastewater Treatment Plant. 
The Contractor, Tapani, Inc., did ask for an additional week due to the downtime because of snow and hav-

ing no power.  The project is now well over half-way completed.  

     Their full monthly report can be found on the City’s website right on the home page. The current report is 
from February and the March report should be out in a couple of weeks. If you have any questions please contact 
JB Bachman, Wastewater Supervisor,  at 541-459-5768.  
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City Manager  - 541-459-2856 x 223 

Asst CM/Finance Director - 541-459-2856 x 203 

City Recorder / HR Mgr - 541-459-2856 x 207 

Deputy City Recorder  - 541-459-2856 x 208 

Community Relations/Social Media- 541-580-5489  

Community Development - 541-459-2856 x 206 

Code Enforcement - 541-459-2211 x 214 

Chamber of Commerce - 541-459-3280 

Fire Department - non-emergency only - 541-459-

1394 

C. Giles Hunt Public Library - 541-459-9161 

Municipal Court - 541-459-4636 

Police Dept. - non-emergency - 541-459-2211 

Public Works Operations - 541-459-3542 

Public Works Utilities - 541-459-5768 

Utility Billing - 541-459-2856 

 

 

 

 

 

CALL 911 -  FOR FIRE, MEDICAL, AND   

POLICE  EMERGENCIES ONLY. 

City Hall hours are 9:00a.m.-5p.m. Monday through 

Friday.   

Police Department hours are 8a.m.-5p.m. Monday 

through Friday. 

 

 

       

                       Mayor Todd McKnight 

    541‐391‐9751 

 

 

          Council President Tom Boggs 

    541‐537‐0092 

 

 

                    

                   Councilor Becky Wa les 

    541‐580‐8036 

 

 

              Councilor Travis Tomlinson

    503‐840‐0826 

 

       

              Councilor Michelle Sumner

    707‐738‐0500 

 

          
 
                     Councilor Seth Vincent 
    541‐784‐6790 
 

                     

                    Councilor Forrest Stone                        

      541‐459‐2839 
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Sutherlin  Library 
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  M a r k  y o u r  C a l e n d a r  
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Resource Manager, Diane 
Harris, 126 E. Central Ave-
nue, Sutherlin, OR 97479 or 
you can email to HR at   
d.harris@ci.sutherlin.or.us.  

     For more information and 
the City’s application go to 
www.cityofsutherlin.com or 
obtain in person from City 
Hall. Recruitment closes 
April 26, 2019 at 5:00pm.  

     Applications that have 
been accepted will be invited 
to a written and physical abil-
ities test. All applications 
must be fully completed and 
signed by applicant or they 
will not be accepted. Any ap-
plications submitted prior to 
this recruitment process will 
not be considered.  

E ntry level or lateral Po-
lice Officer applications 

are being accepted at the 
City of Sutherlin – Applicant 
must be 21 years of age, 
have a valid OR driver’s 
license and a US Citizen. 
Pay range $47,040–$63,012 
plus 5% Certification(s) pay. 
Excellent benefits package 
includes Medical, Dental, 
and Vision coverage, city 
paid PERS, vacation and 
sick accruals. Preference 
will be given to Certified 
Officers, Veterans, or those 
with a college degree in 
Criminal Justice or equiva-
lent.  

     Please submit completed 
application to Human      

     The City of Sutherlin is 
highly progressive and is 
growing quickly. The City ac-
tively works with the Police 
Department to provide innova-
tive technologies and effective 
equipment. The City and the 
community are very support-
ive of the Police Department.  

     The Police Department 
consists of 14 sworn officers, 
including a School Resource 
Officer, a Record’s Division, a 
Code Enforcement Officer, 
and a Municipal Court Clerk. 
The Police Department boasts 
an innovative and     energetic 
training program that develops 
skilled and experienced police 
officers.                        

Debbie Hamilton, CMC, Editor  
Community Relations 
Sutherlin, OR 97479 
E-mail: d.hamilton@ci.sutherlin.or.us   

If you’d like to subscribe to the City’s 
monthly newsletter so it comes right to 
your computer you can do that by 
emailing d.hamilton@ci.sutherlin.or.us  
and you’ll be added to the list. Email list 
is not given out to anyone.  

Upcoming Events 

 April 1 - April Fool’s Day  

 April 5 & 6 - Market Place  at former Pat’s 

Kozy Kitchen - 9am-3pm  

 April 8 - Budget Mtg - 6:30pm in Civic 

 April 8 - City Council Mtg  - 7pm 

 April 9 - Chamber Mixer/Open House at 

River Valley Reality 5:30pm 

 April 10 - Chamber Breakfast - 7:30am 

Community Center 150 S. Willamette St. 

 April 12 - Sutherlin Rotary Auction  

 April 15 - Tax Day!  

 April 16 - Planning Commission Mtg - 7pm 

 April 22- City Council/Workshop Mtg - 7pm 

 April 24 - Sutherlin Downtown Develop-

ment Mtg - Noon at Abby’s 

City of Sutherlin, Oregon 

S U T H E R L I N  P D  H I R I N G  

A Great Place to Live,  
Work, & Play 

WE’RE ON THE WEB!  

WWW.CITYOFSUTHERLIN.COM  


